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CANCER RESEARCH OPENS UP NEW AREAS, 
EXTRA FUNDS APPROPRIATED FOR STUDY 


• : ;-vc “ 


New York — The Tobacco Industry Research Committee is stepping up 




.its financial support of independent health research and broadening the 


y scope of its grants-in-aid program, Timothy V. Hartnett, chairman, announced 
today, 
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The reason: cancer research has opened up new areas that need A 
further investigation, such as viruses, previous lung damage, constitutional V 


differences among smokers and non-smokers, and air pollution, Mr. Hartnett 
said. ’ 
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An additional $300,000 has been authorized for scientific study this 
year, making a total of $4 million since the Committee's inception in 1954, 

Mr. Hartnett said. The new funds are in addition to the Committee’s regular ;v 
appropriation of $500,000 for i960. " ' • 7..'' : 'v 




The extra funds were requested by Dr. Clarence Cook Little, scientific 
director of the Committee, because of the growing complexities of scientific 
work on major health problems. ' 

"Research keeps opening up new areas that need further study," said - - • 

Dr. Little. "We plan to add certain lines of research and expand others." 

Some of the major new research areas, as outlined by Dr. Little, 
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- 1* The possible role of viruses In cancer# Recent re search . 0 : 
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suggests this is a promising area for study. A recent report by •;/ v : >v> 
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Dr. Cecilie Leuchteriberger and associates "showed acain that ’smokinc ' • 
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";;• Last month five scientists published a new report indicating that 
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'•ii, : . viruses may play an as yet uncertain role in eight forms of transplantable 
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a hximan cancer, including lung cancer. Such reports emphasize the need for. v ' >4^^^ 

■ ' “ore research in this area. ' ' 'l 
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! v' > {‘ ’ 2, The possible role of previous infections (such as tuberculosis) 
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•" or injuries in the origin of lung cancer . The need for more research in ' 
this area is shown'by such work as that by Dr. Philip Schwartz, director ■ 

'• • -• • 1 V;■:•,■■T** It!*-.. 

of the Warren (Pa.) State Hospital. Dr. Schwartz recently suggested that 
the increase in frequency of lung cancer in the U.S. in recent decades is 
' " the result of widespread tuberculosis in' previous decades.' Dr. Schwartz ~ 



observed that lung cancers often arise in bronchial scars left by dormant 
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3. Studies of smokers vs. non-smokers, including the physical., 
emotional and psychological characteristics, ethnic, social, cultural and 
ecologic differences. Dr. H. J. Eysenck, of England, has reported a study 
showing that smokers are more extroverted than non-smokers, "generally 

living it up more." This led Dr. Eysenck to conclude that "They may thus 
(a) lower their resistance to disease, and (b) expose themselves more to 
conditions which may directly cause 
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the disease in question..." • • 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/npcmOOOO 
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Two Harvard University scientists. Dr* Charles McArthur and , - 

■ ' . ' ' - - •■"• - '. „. v , ;, .. . • . • ■ 

• Dr* c. W. Heath, have also reported finding constitutional and • ' ' • ^ “ 
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. , ,, psychological differences "between smokers and non-smokers. 
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...j- -•• '.•.••;•-.% >. . 4. Further studies of the influence of environmental pollution 
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••• . •, '"d »■. ; ' on the "bronchial, lining . Only a few weeks ago Dr. Geoffrey Dean, of ' ’V 

' v ’ ■ v- 

South Africa, told a world meeting of chest experts that lung cancer • 

/'■er.'; appears to he due to environmental factors, like "the air we breathe." 
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• • Dr. Dean said his research suggests that too much enphasis has been 
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t ■ r\'' placed on cigarette smoking as a possible bronchial irritant." • * : -' ?! v 

: iv’GVU* •' . Dr. Little said that "Intensive research efforts in the past few 

v:';i ■ years have opened many doors of knowledge in the search for the origins ' P 'M 
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of lung cancer and heart disease. It has become increasingly evident 
that concentration on a single factor, such as smoking, will not produce 
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the answer to these exceedingly complex problems. ¥e now know that much ''^r7W 
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greater knowledge is needed of the fundamental processes involved in the 


origin of these diseases. 
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Charges against smoking have been put to the test through extensive 

• v/7': >/->•: 

research and have not been proved in the scientific laboratory. The results "* 


of recent research tend to raise doubts about, rather than support, the 
claims that smoking is a major causative factor in lung cancer. 

"Literally hundreds of scientific studies have demonstrated the 
possible relation of many factors in the complex chain' that may result 
in lung cancer. A few of those include: air pollution, viruses, lung 
damage, poor nutrition, constitutional makeup, exposure to occupational 
hazards and fumes from motor fuels." . . •, 
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The need for extra research funds-was determined by the Committee’s ' 
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Scientific Advisory Board, which is responsible for development and ■in¬ 

direction of the TXRC’s- research program. The Board is composed of , 
independent doctors, scientists and educators. It awards grants-in-aid 
to independent scientists for research into questions of tobacco vise and l 
health'. ^v^^^^pVS-'/ ' • v' “ ‘ ' ’/ 
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So far the Board has awarded grants to more than 100 scientists in 
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hospitals, medical schools and research laboratories throughout the country, fl 

Dr. Little reported. The scientists have published more than 130 papers in *'•&%*>£ 


medical and scientific journals reporting on their research. 

In developing its research program, the Scientific Advisory Board 
consults with experts representing many fields -and a wide range of views, 
Dr. Little said. Scientific meetings are sponsored on various topics. 
These sessions have resulted in recommendations for particular research 
projects, and in' two major scientific conferences —' on "Man and His 
Environment: The Air We Breathe," at the University of California, and 
"Cardiovascular Effects of Nicotine and Smoking," sponsored by the New 
York Academy of Sciences. ;/ 
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Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board is Dr. Kenneth Merrill Lynch, 
chancellor of the Medical College of South Carolina. 
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